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May 14, 1994

94-128
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
EIU COMMENCEMENT

CHARLESTON -- In his charge to the more than 1,300 graduates participating in Eastern Illinois University's spring commencement ceremonies today (May

14), Eastern President David Jorns said he hopes they have learned to trust
themselves and their fellow human beings since, ultimately, both education and
ethics are based on trust.
"We hope that you have picked up enough information about the composition of the natural world that you can define a microbe, know an atom from a
molecule, know a gas from a liquid. We hope that your exposure to the humanities
and geography has enabled you to know Shakespeare from Milton, to know
German from French, to know Africa from Europe. We hope you know those few
things and a great many more, " he said.
More importantly, Jorns spoke of the "chain of trust" on which society is
based, telling graduates of the trust placed in medical doctors, elementary teachers, accountants, speech pathologists, artists, and other professionals. "As
parents, " he noted, "when that little person says, '1 trust you mom, or I trust you
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dad, ' you will have been asked to fulfill the ultimate trust. "

"In the end, " Jorns stated, "your life is your work, what you did, what you
accomplished, that's your testament. The last breath you draw can be one of
bitterness and regret, or a moment of satisfaction at a job well done, of trust
fulfilled. We trust you to make the right decision. "
Other commencement speakers were Board of Governors U niversities
trustees Dr. Mack W. Hollowell of Charleston and Roger Roberson of Champaign,
EIU Alumni Association Vice President Jacqueline Clapp of Mattoon ('88) and
Student Body President Luke Neumann of Streator.
During commencement, special recognition was given to EIU retired faculty
Glenn Lefler of Gainsville, Fla. , and James Giffin of Charleston, who were present
ed with honorary Doctor of Public Service degrees.
Lefler, who was recognized for his contributions to the field of physics,
spent most of his career in higher education at Eastern, where he was chair of the
physics department from 1 950 until his retirement in 1 970.
Giffin, founding dean of Eastern's Lumpkin College of Business, was
honored for his contributions to the university, community and the field of business.
Also honored was EIU Professor Robert Barger, recipient of the 1994
Distinguished Faculty Award, the university's highest faculty honor. Barger, who
joined the secondary education and foundations faculty in 1 977, received the
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award for his accomplishments in teaching, research and service during his 17-year
career at Eastern.
Barger; Roy Meyerholtz, mathematics professor; and Kaye Woodward,
acting director of the Board of Governors Bachelor of Arts degree program, served
as faculty marshals.
Student honors went to this year's recipients of the Livingston C. Lord
Scholarship, Eastern's most prestigious student award. Honorees are Catherine
DeGraaf of Mundelein, Mary Kersey of Mattoon, Shirley Myers of Charleston and
Randy Porter of Effingham. Each received a significant monetary award and a gold
medallion.
-

30

-

